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1. Name of Property 

historic name Jackson Shore Apartments 
other names/site number 



2. Location 

street & number 5490 South Shore Drive Not for publication 

city or town Chicago vicinity 

state Illinois code IL county Cook code 031 zip code 60615 



3. State/Federal Agency Certification _____ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1 966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National 
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 

property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

nationally statewide locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 



Signature of certifying official Date 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See 

continuation sheet for additional comments.) 



Signature of commenting or other official 



Date 



State or Federal agency and bureau 



American Indian Tribe 




Jackson Shore 

Name of Property 



Cook County, IL 

County and State 



4. National Park Service Certification 



I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

entered in the National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 

National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined not eligible for the 

National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 



5. Classification 



Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 
X private 

public-local 

public-State 

public-Federai 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 
_Xbuilding(s) 

district 

site 

structure 

object 



Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 
Contributing Noncontributing 
1 0 buildings 



0 



0 



0 



0 



sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 



Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 



Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 
N/A 








Jackson Shore 

Name of Property 



Cook County, IL 

County and State 



6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/Mpltipie Dwelling 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/Multiple Dwelling 



7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Classical Revival 



Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 

Foundation Concrete 

Roof 

Walls Brick 

other Stone 

Cast stone 



Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 



See Continuation Sheet. 



Jackson Shore 

Name of Property 



Cook County, IL 
County and State 



8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 

of our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 

Period of Significance 1916-1918 
Significant Dates 1916-1918 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) N/A 

Cultural Affiliation N/A 
Architect/Builder Rapp & Rapp 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) See Continuation Sheet 






Jackson Shore 

Name of Property 



Cook County, IL 

County and State 



9. Major Bibliographical Reference)* 



(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 

previously listed in the National Register 

previously determined eligible by the National Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 

State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 

Federal agency 

__ Local government 

University 

X Other 

Name of repository: Chicago History Museum, Chicago, IL 



10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property .59 acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

1 3 

2 4 

See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

See Continuation Sheet. 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

This is the area associated with the property 



See Continuation Sheet. 




Jackson Shore 



Name of Property 



Cook County, IL 

County and State 



11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan S. Benjamin, Manager 

organization Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC date: August 20, 2009 

street & number 711 Marion Avenue telephone 847-432-1865 

city or town Highland Park state IL zip code 60035 



Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 



Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name Jackson Shore Cooperative Apartments Corporation 

street & number 5490 South Shore Drive telephone 773-643-0223 (Thomas Hecht) 

city or town Chicago state IL zip code 60015 



Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National 
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, 
and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per 
response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and 
reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, 
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and 
the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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SUMMARY 

The Jackson Shore is an apartment building located at 5490 South Shore Drive, at the northwest comer of South 
Shore Drive and 55* Street. It is a 20-unit building that stands 1 1 full stories and one partial story .designed in die 
Classical Revival style by the architectural firm of C. W Rapp & Geo. L. Rapp, also known as Rapp & Rapp . 
Construction was begun in 1916 and completed in 1918. It is a U-shaped building with cylindrical bays on the 
southeast and northeast comers. There is a light court at the rear. The building’s exterior is a yellow brick with 
limestone and cast stone trim. It has two main entrances. One entrance is off the sidewalk, in the center of front 
facade, which faces east; the main entrance is under the cylindrical pavilion in the southeast comer. It serves as a 
porte-cochere. When the building was first built, it was located on Lake Michigan. Today the building faces South 
Shore Drive and overlooks Burnham Park, Lake Shore Drive, Promontory Point and Lake Michigan. One enters the 
building from the porte-cochere into a vestibule wife original terrazzo floors and plaster moldings. Beyond fee 
vestibule is fee main lobby for fee building, which is a large space wife elaborate original walnut paneling The ten 
residential floors, above fee lobby, may be accessed by elevator or by using fee wide service staircase. There are two 
apartments, opening off an elevator hall, on each floor. The units on fee south side have twelve rooms: those on fee 
north have eleven rooms. The integrity of fee building is very good. The only major alterations occurred many years 
ago, when deteriorated stone and cast stone ornament was removed from fee third, fourth and top floors of the 
northeast and southeast comer towers. The lobby is intact Hall configurations and fee floorplan of the public areas 
in all fee apartments is unchan ged. Most apartments have their original ornamental treatments. Designed as a luxury 
apartment building, Jackson Shore continues to reflect its original elegant appeal 



LOCATION AND SETTING 

The Jackson Shore is located in the Hyde Park neighborhood of Chicago, on fee city’s south side, approximately 6 
miles south and somewhat east of fee Loop. To fee south is Woodlawn and South Shore; to fee west is Washington 
Park; and to fee north is Kenwood. East of the building is park land. South Lake Shore Drive and Lake Michigan. 
The former Illinois Central Railroad (now Metre) is a few blocks to fee west 

The neighborhood is predominantly residential made up of numerous apartment buildings, from two-flats to high 
rises, as well as of single family residences. Most of fee tall apartment buildings, like fee Jackson Shore, are along 
fee lakefront. The area’s greatest periods of real estate growth stem from fee founding of the University of Chicago 
in 1 891 and fee World’s Columbian Exposition, held in Jackson Park in 1893. The former Fine Arts Building from 
fee Fair, currently fee Museum of Science and Industry, is located in Jackson Park, to the south. Commercial 
development occurred along 53* Street and 55* Street In fee mid 1950s, fee area west of fee Metre tracks 
underwent major urban renewal with fee resulting construction of a considerable number of modern apartment 
buildings, townhouses and commercial buildings. The area east of fee tracks retains much of its pre- 1 950s integrity. 



PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS: 

EXTERIOR: 

The Jackson Shore is an 1 1 -story apartment building that is generally U-shape in plan wife a rear service courtyard 
on fee west side of the building. The east facade, where fee front entrance is located, feces Lake Michigan. The lot is 
rectangular and occupies .59 acres. Its dimensions are 130’ wide by 198’ deep. The overall dimensions of fee 
building are H T north to south and 1 20’6” east to west The wings of the building are not identical in size. The 
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south wing is wider north to south, measuring 42’8”; the north wing measures 38: north to south. They are the same 
length. 

The building exemplifies the three part vertical block that is divided into three distinct zones, analogous to the 
divisions on a Greek column. On the primary east and south facades of the building, the ground floor 1 forms the 
base. It is sheathed in dressed limestone, with a limestone string course above it The next two floors are part of the 
shaft, with ornamental cast stone panels between the first and second apartment floors. The third floor is topped by a 
broad stone cornice with triglyphs and metopes. Above the cornice is a second traditional floor, and it is topped by a 
broad cast stone string course. Above that are five identical floors that have windows with stone lintels. Above the 
8* floor of apartments is another string course and above the 9 ttl floor a bracketed cornice. The 10* floor of 
apartments, which is actually the eleventh story of the building, the string course above it and a frieze with cast 
stone swags make up the capital of die building. The primary facades of the building above the ground floor are 
sheathed in a yellow brick. The walls of the building are all flat except for two cylindrical towers located in the 
southeast and northeast comers of the building and in the center of the east facade. Here there are projecting bays 
on floors 4-7 and balconies on 8, 9, and 10. All of the trim is grey limestone or grey cast stone. The windows are 
double-hung, except for those on the ground floor of the east facade, which has paired casements. The double hung 
windows are generally 8/1 except some are 4/1 and those in the upper floors of die towers are 6/1. The casement 
windows each have 8 lights. Some of the windows in the interior courtyard are 2/2. The single 8/1 ground-floor 
windows in the northeast comer tower are curved. The only windows that are not single may be found in the towers, 
where there are three groups of the 6/1 double hungs. There are four rectangular brick chimneys visible from east 
side of the property. 

The stylistic treatment of the Jackson Shore is predominantly Classical Revival, a style often applied to commercial 
and multifamily buildings during the years between the World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893 and 1930. In this 
building Classical detailing includes pilasters connecting die second and third floors of apartments, a decorative 
cornice with triglyphs and metopes, Roman details such as swags and ums, anthemions, egg and dart moldings, 
dentils, Greek key motifs and a bracketed comice. Classical symmetry dominates die front facade. 

The East, front, facade of the building is the most ornate. It is bilaterally symmetrical and contains seven bays, 
tucked between the cylindrical towers. The towers each have three bays of windows. The front entrance is located in 
the center bay of the building. The ground floor of the building is dressed Bedford limestone. There is a broad base 
consisting of two courses of stone, then a projecting molding that projects to form the sill of the ground floor 
windows. Above the sill line are 5 courses of stone blocks. The pairs of 8-light casement windows on the ground 
floor of this facade are surrounded by a broad band composed of five inset layers of crisply cut stone. These layers 
are interrupted by two projecting blocks that are a continuation of the second and fourth course of stone. Topping 
the windows is a pair of raised splayed voussoirs with a center block consisting of a two layers forming a splayed 
keystone. 

The front entrance, located in the center of the east facade, is accessed from a cement sidewalk perpendicular to the 
building. Raised six inches above the ground and set back approximately 2’ behind the plane of the wall, the 
entrance is topped by a segmental arch. A stone band consisting of alternating projecting square stone blocks and 
stone rosettes surrounds the inset opening. The inside walls of the entrance have rectangular panels. A pair of glass 
paneled doors surrounded by leaded windows lead to an interior vestibule. The leading is in a pattern consisting of 
circles and segments of circles laid out symmetrically. Two pilasters with capitals incorporating a Greek key pattern 



1 For purposes of discussion, the first story of the building is referred to as the ground floor and the upper, apartment 
floors are 1-10. The building stands 1 1 stories 
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support an elaborate cornice over the front entrance. The cornice, made up of curves and counter curves projects 
from the plane of the wall. With fluted bands above and below the comice, the upper molding terminates in volutes 
with a rosette in the center. At the center of the volutes is an anthemion projecting above die cornice line. 

Voluptuous swags of cast stone fruits and vegetables hang from the rosettes. Three inverted bunches of fruits and 
vegetables carved in stone hang from a rosette in the top of each pilaster. Ornamental wrought iron lanterns with 
frosted glass flank the entrance. 

The next two stories contain inset windows. Those on the first floor of apartments rest on the stone string course 
separating the first two floors. The second story windows have projecting stone sills supported by stone brackets. 
Above the sides of the entrance door are pairs of pilasters. They have capitals decorated with ornamental bands 
supporting a cornice that includes alternating triglyphs and metopes composed of overlapping discs. There are guttae 
beneath the triglyphs. The comice is interrupted in the cylindrical towers; it had deteriorated and was removed. The 
pairs of pilasters are repeated between the building’s front wall and the cylindrical towers and between the groups of 
windows in the towers. There is a rectangular band of cast stone ornament with an urn in the center flanked by 
foliate designs connecting the tower pilasters. There are inset rectangular bands of similar cast stone ornament, the 
width of each window, consisting ofanum with foliate designs, between the first and second flow windows. The 
center rectangular windows between the two pairs of pilasters over the front entrance have been replaced. Those on 
the first floor have nine glazed panels. Those on the second floor consist of six panels with six glazed openings in 
the center and two above and below. There is a recessed cast stone panel with foliate ornament surrounding an um 
between these two large windows. The fourth floor of six windows rest on die heavy comice between the third and 
fourth floors. There is a flat cast stone band forming the window lintels and a broad cast stone comice forming a 
string course between the fourth and fifth floors. Vertical cast stone panels with foliate ornament in a symmetrical 
pattern resembling those on the horizontal panels separates the individual window from the large rectangular 
window in the center. That window is original and consists of four five light vertical panels with an ornamental iron 
balconette in front The fenestration on the next five floors is quite similar. All have simple window treatments. 

Only the lintels are different The fourth floor windows are topped by flat cast stone lintels with a raised rectangular 
section where the keystone would be. There is an um in the center, four rosettes flanking the urn and a Greek key 
pattern in the comers. The next three floors have flat cast stone lintels with splayed comers and layered raised 
keystones. All four of these floors have central oriels consisting of three windows; there are lintels that match those 
on the same flow except on the seventh floor, where the oriel windows aren’t topped by lintels. The center bay on 
the eighth floor consists of a rectangular projecting porch with an iron balconette. The window lintels on the eighth 
floor match those on the fourth floor. There is a stole string course over foe eighth floor. It consists of a row of 
rosettes between two horizontal moldings. The ninth floor has pairs of large-scale cast stone brackets, lavishly 
ornamented in a pattern of fruits mid vegetables, supporting a projecting cornice with rosettes; there are dentils 
under the comice. In the center bay there is an open porch with a wrought iron balustrade. On the top floor of foe 
building, foe windows are framed in cast stole designed in a pattern of overlapping circles with rosettes in the 
comers. Or namental bands connect the window lintels. In the center bay there is a projecting oriel. Above foe 
window lintels is a narrow ornamental band forming a string course. At the top of this string course is a frieze 
composed of cast stone ornamental swags with draped edges hangiag from rosettes and an ornamental cast stone 
pendant hanging in the middle, alternating with rectangular stone panels. Finally, a cast stone string course tops the 
building. In foe center bay, at the top of the building, there is an ornamental blind arch over the bay topped by an 
ornamental shoulder arch that breaks through the string course that tops the building. The scale of the ornament at 
the top floor, larger in scale, is comparable to that on the ground floor. These are foe only floors where ornamental 
treatment breaks through the string course topping foe floor. The ornamental treatments no longer continues around 
the cylindrical corners. 
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In the cylindrical towers, the windows from the first floor up are all die same, 6/1 s in groups of three, with a single 
cast stone sill beneath each grouping. The carriage entrance porte-cochere is located on the ground floor of the 
southeast cylindrical tower. On die exterior and interior of the ground floor there are dressed limestone blocks 
identical to those on the rest of the ground floor. The vehicular enhances run on the diagonal, with an entrance off 
South Shore Drive, into a circular space and an exit onto 55* Street On the exterior, the stone sheathing is 
unomamented except for a single blind panel. On the interior, there is a recessed blind panel between the 55* Street 
opening and the pair of entrance doors to die apartment building vestibule. Between the doors and die opening on 
South Shore Drive there is a pair of 8-light casement windows. These open into a small office off die vestibule. 
Ornamental wrought iron lanterns with frosted glass flank the entrance, which consists of a pair of glazed varnished 
wood doors, topped by a segmental arch, set into a wood surround. Large rectangular leaded windows, with the 
leading in the same pattern as the east entrance, flank the doorway. A narrow molded wood band matte up of 
triglyphs alternating with metopes containing discs top the windows and the doorway. Slender pilasters with 
ornamental capitals are found on each side of the windows, both inside and out. 

The south facade of the Jackson Shore, which faces 55* Street, is similar in ornamental treatment to the east facade, 
although it is not bilaterally symmetrical and the ground floor fenestration is different Overall, the facade is eleven 
bays wide. All of the bays contain double hung windows. The larger ones are 8/1; the smaller ones are 4/1. The 8/1 
windows on the ground story, which open into the custodian’s apartment on the east and four large storage rooms 
(named laundry rooms on Rapp & Rapp’s plans).on the west, are somewhat smaller than those above them. They are 
all identical. In the apartment floors above, fee windows me all the same size except fix’ in fee third, sixth and ninth 
bays from the west These smaller windows open into a closet a bathroom and fee butler’s pantry. The string 
courses, treatment of window sills and lintels, bracketing and cornices all replicate fee design on fee east facade. 
Only fee pilasters are different; they have no ornamental capitals. The ornamental treatments on fee east facade 
extend approximately 4’ around fee southeast comer of fee south wing. 

The west fagade consists of three elevations: fee west side of fee south wing, fee center interior section of the 
courtyard and fee west side of fee north wing. One interior wall of the courtyard feces south and one feces north. 

The west facades of fee south and north wings me each four bays wide. The embellished cast stone string courses on 
the east and south elevations lose their decorative treatments but extend across fee west facades of both wings. There 
is a flat cast stone band over fee ground floor, a pair of flat cast stone bands over fee 2nd and 3rd floors of 
apartments, a single cast stone band over fee eighth floor of apartments, a double cast stone band over fee ninth, a 
single cast stone band over fee 10* and a cast stone band capping fee building. There is no other decorative 
ornamentation, although a row of headers forms the sill line on all fee rear facades, wife two rows of brick ends at 
the actual sills of fee windows. The windows have slender cast stone sills where there is no string course beneath 
them. On the ground floor of fee south wing, from south to north, there is a single 8/1 window, a doorway with a 
glass panel at fee top, with a transom, a 4/1 window and another 8/1 window. The large windows open into laundry 
rooms, fee small window into a small bathroom and the door into a corridor that leads to laundry rooms, to other 
corridors accessing fee porte-cochere vestibule, the custodian’s apartment and, to fee north, fee service stair and 
elevator. Above the ground floor there is, from south to north, a single 8/1 window, a smaller 6/1 window and two 
8/1 windows. The large windows open into bedrooms; fee small window opens into a bathroom. The west wall of 
fee north wing, although narrower from north to south, is a mirror image of the west wall of the south wing on fee 
upper stories. On fee ground floor of the north wing, there are three windows and two doors. From south to north, 
there is an 8/1 window, a glass paneled door topped by a transom, a 4/1 window, an 8/1 window and a metal fire 
door. The 8/1 window is for a laundry; the door, which has a glass panel, opens into a corridor leading to laundry 
rooms and fee former butler’s bedrooms, as well as to fee service stairs, freight elevator and entrance to the lobby. 
The small window opens into a toilet room, and the window and fire door into a fire hall. Above fee ground floor, 
fee large windows open into bedrooms and fee small window into a bathroom. 
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The interior west-feeing wall of the courtyard is three bays wide. There are two 4/1 windows leading up the building 
from the ground through the top floor. On the ground floor, they open into the service hall on the south and a north- 
south corridor on the north. In the center of the ground floor there is wood frame vestibule opening into a pair of 
double doors flanked by 6/1 windows. The doors open into the service hall, with its service staircase ami freight 
elevator. Above the ground level, on each floor, there is a band of three windows flanked by small 4/1 windows. The 
large windows light the service hallway on each floor and face the rear yard. The small windows light the service 
vestibule that opens into each apartment. 

The interior north- and south-feeing walls of the courtyard are each 8 bays wide although, because the interior 
floorplans are slightly different, they are different sizes. On the ground floor there are more openings, and the 
windows are 2/2. All of them open into store rooms. As on the west-facing elevations, a row of headers forms the 
sill line, with two rows of brick ends under the windows. The cast stone bands on the west elevations wrap 4’ around 
the walls of the court interiors. On the upper floors, the windows have multiple panes on the top and a single pane 
below. All have slender cast stone sills. Two fire escapes extend up die full height of the building, occupying the 
two west bays of the two interior courtyard walls. There are doorways topped by transoms on each floor. 

The north elevation is 10 bays wide. It is treated in a similar manner to die west elevations, with cast stone bands 
beginning 4’ into the corner and extending along the wall to die pilaster forming the edge of the northeast cylindrical 
tower. On die ground floor die windows are all 8/1 and open into the storage rooms. The window at the east end of 
the ground flow opens into a room that was intended to be one of the butler’s bedrooms. Above the ground floor, die 
windows all have multiple lights on the top and a single light on die bottom. They have cast stone sills. As on the 
south die size of the windows is governed by the interior floorplan of the apartments. From east to west, two 

windows open into die dining room, one into die butler’s pantry, two into a bedroom, one into a bathroom, two into 
another bedroom, one into a closet and, finally, two into the northwest comer bedroom. 

The building is located toward the front of the lot, leaving a broad rear yard. Plans had been drawn for formal 
landscaping, with a sidewalk from the west center entrance flanked by lawn extending to symmetrically-laid-out 
formal landscaping. The heading on the landscape plan was G. H. Gottschalk & Co. Agents; C. W. & Geo. L. Rapp, 
Architects. The plan was never carried out Today there is concrete in the service court, a sidewalk across the rear of 
the building and a grassy lawn to the west edged by flowers. To die north is a small garden space between the north 
wall of the building, the brick wall of the space that formerly served as the walkway between the Jackson Shore and 
the Shoreland Hotel and a wood slat fence. The space is accessed from a path leading a few steps up from a concrete 
drive extending to the rear of the property line. 



INTERIOR: 

There are two public entrances to the ground flow of the interior of die building. One is located in the center of the 
east side of the building, facing South Shore Drive and the park beyond. This is a formal entrance, but not used as 
frequently as that accessed from under the porte-cochere at the southeast comer of the building. The ground floor 
has three finished interior public spaces. These consist of the front vestibule, die porte-cochere vestibule and the 
main lobby. The lobby space is subdivided into a large lobby reception area, a sitting area to the south of the front 
vestibule and die elevator lobby. The vast majority of the ground floor area of the building is subdivided into service 
spaces. The service hall, including service stairs and the freight elevator, is located in the crater of the building, just 
west of the lobby. In the north wing, accessed from the west rad of die north wall of the elevator lobby, is a hall 
leading to five rooms and a bathroom. The five rooms were designated “butler’s rooms” in the original floorplans; 
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today they are used for storage. In the center of the north wing is a long corridor with eleven storage rooms that were 
formerly laundry rooms and some smaller storage rooms off it. In the south wing, which is accessed from a 
doorway in the porte-cochere vestibule, there is the custodian’s two-bedroom apartment, nine storage rooms that 
were formerly laundry rooms and smaller storage rooms. All of these are accessed from a long corridor that runs 
down the center of the wing. There is a small office off the porte-cochere vestibule. 

Beneath the west end of the north wing of the building is a basement The rest of the area underneath the ground 
floor of the building is unexcavated. The basement contains storage, the boiler room and rooms to accommodate 
plumbing and electrical facilities. On the top of the building, not visible from the street, there is a partial floor that 
accommodated six maids’ rooms, two bathrooms and storage rooms. This floor is not accessible by elevator and is 
vacant 

The public spaces in the building, those on the ground floor and above, were designed with Classical detailing by 
Rapp & Rapp to complement the Classical Revival style of the building’s exterior. The exterior detailing is repeated 
in various forms throughout these areas. 

The front door vestibule is in an elongated oval that is 6’ wide by 1 5’6” long. It is entered from the center of the 
building through a pair of wood frame double doors with an egg and dart motif in an entablature over die segmental 
arch opening. Slender wood pilasters, on each side of the leaded glass windows flanking the door, support the 
entablature. The walls, which are plaster, are notched in, forming semi-circular niches at each of the long ends of 
the space. There is grey marble baseboard, and the floors are black terrazzo with metal strips laid so that the oval is 
repeated in the floor and the comers are radiused, dividing the terrazzo into wedge shapes. There are two deep 
steppe d-back layers of plaster crown molding. The egg and dart motif is utilized in one of them, triglyphs and 
metopes containing discs are used in the other. A bronze lantern, with frosted glass and classical detailing, hangs 
from the center of the plaster ceiling. A pair of wood French doors, with eight lights at the top and a blind panel at 
the bottom, topped by a segmental arch, opens into the building’s lobby. 

The vestibule entrance from the Porte-Cochere is in the shape of an elongated wedge. It is 6’ in depth; its broadest 
circumference is 19’. The space becomes rectangular in its northwest comer, where there is a pair of wood French 
doors, each with 8 glazed openings at the top and a blind wood panel beneath, opening into the lobby. This pair of 
doors is topped by a segmental arch. There is grey marble baseboard and there is crown molding that, with egg and 
dart moldings and a band of triglyphs and metopes, matches that in the other vestibule. The floor is cream colored 
terrazzo with a green terrazzo band around the edges. In the center of the vestibule is a hanging bronze lantern, with 
frosted glass and classical detailing, that is identical to the lantern hanging in the other vestibule. At the west end of 
this vestibule is an entrance door to the ground floor service areas of the building. It is surrounded by wood casing 
topped by shoulder lintels with ornamental trim in the comers. In the east wall of the vestibule is an opening to a 
small office, which has several layers of crown molding. There is a molded band topped by an entablature of 
triglyphs and metopes containing discs. Above that is a molded band with a row of dentils supporting a projecting 
band with rosettes on the bottom and a broad molded band on the side extending to the ceiling. 

The lobby, which overall measures approximately 44’ north to south x 25’8”, is comprised of a small foyer, a central 
section and two alcoves. The foyer, which opens off the porte-cochere vestibule, is 8’ x 10’. It opens directly into 
the lobby. The interior of the lobby has walnut paneled walls with paneling that has radiused comers. There are large 
mirrors topped by segmental arches in the center of the north wall of the lobby, in the west wall of the foyer and in a 
niche that is located in the south wall of the elevator alcove. Tire elevator alcove is also paneled. Opposite the niche, 
in the north wall, is a paneled door that opens into the service area where the spaces that were formerly butlers’ 
bedrooms and currently serve as storage rooms are located. The elevator, which is topped by a segmental arch, is in 
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the center of the elevator alcove. To the south of the elevator is a mirrored panel with radiused comers. There is 
walnut crown molding everywhere that there is walnut paneling. It consists of a broad band of egg and dart molding. 
In the southeast comer of the lobby is a sitting alcove. It is approximately 7’2” x 16’ and has painted walls. All of 
the ceilings in the lobby are painted. The floor is carpeted. The lobby has its original ornamental sconces. 

There are just two apartments per floor, opening off a central rectangular elevator hall. The units in the south wing 
are somewhat larger than those in the north wing. They occupy approximately 5500 square feet, whereas the units in 
the south wing occupy about 5000 square feet. The hall has a pair of French doors opening to fee west into fee 
service hall with its staircase, freight elevator and back entries into each apartment The main entrances into each 
apartment are at fee north and south ends of the formal elevator hall. 

The floorplan of fee apartments is similar, although fee north unit doesn’t have a library and the rooms are slightly 
smaller. Otherwise, the floorplans are almost identical minor images of each other and were designed to 
accommodate three zones: public living/entertaining (at fee east end of fee building), private femily living (feeing 
north and west in the north unit' and south and west in fee south unit) and service areas (feeing fee inner courtyard). 
Like many elegant single-femily homes, entrance into fee apartment is through a small vestibule, which then opens 
into a large reception hall. To fee east is fee living room; to the north in the north units and to fee south in fee south 
units is the dining room. The orangerie, wife walls that are approximately 2/3 of a full circle, is located in the comer 
of each apartment between the living room and fee dining room. The south units each have a library, which is 
accessed from the living room, located in fee center bay over fee front entrance door to fee building. To the west of 
the entrance hall is an entry into a long corridor. Immediately adjacent to fee dining room is a long butler’s pantry, a 
quasi-public/service space. Across from the entrance to fee butler’s pantry is the entrance to fee kitchen and service 
area. All of fee service spaces are accessed from fee kitchen and not from the corridor to the femily bedrooms. To 
fee west of fee kitchen is a pantry, small service hall and two maid’s rooms wife a bath. Each unit has four femily 
bedrooms opening off the corridor. The north unit has three bathrooms; fee south unit has four. In every room, fee 
windows are centered on an exterior wall. Symmetry governs fee interior elevations of fee rooms just as it does fee 
primary east-feeing exterior elevation of fee building. The public areas in all fee apartments remains unchanged. In 
some apartments, fee configuration of the west bedrooms has been altered so feat entrance is from the end of fee 
corridor instead of fee sides. In some of fee apartments fee maid’s rooms have been combined to create an informal 
femily room living area. There is an entrance from fee kitchen into fee service hall, which is located in fee center of 
the building feeing fee light court and contains the freight elevator and rear staircase. 

Almost all of fee apartment interiors retain their original historic detailing. They have oak flooring, paneling, pairs 
of 12-light French doors between fee major public rooms, fireplaces and extensive crown moldings. All the floors 
are oak except for those in fee orangeries, which have mosaic tile flooring. Some of the orangeries have brick 
interior walls; others are plastered. The public rooms have plaster paneling and in two apartments fee dining rooms 
have walnut paneled walls. Entrances between fee reception room and dining room, between fee reception room and 
fee corridor, between the orangerie and dining room are through pairs of 12-light French doors. In fee apartments 
that have wood paneled dining rooms, the doors between fee living room and library are walnut-paneled doors. Deep 
crown moldings, wife classical details, surround fee ceilings of fee major rooms. Some doorways are framed with 
pilasters supporting classical cornices. The decorative treatments characterizing fee building’s exterior are repeated, 
though simplified, on fee interior, where Rapp & Rapp created apartment homes. 

The Jackson Shore is in excellent condition and has remarkable integrity inside and out. Although deteriorated 
condition necessitated fee removal of some exterior string course treatments in fee towers, all the rest of the exterior 
historic detailing remains. On fee interim, fee public lobby treatments are all intact The apartments units all retain 
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the floorplan of the major public spaces and almost all retain their Rapp & Rapp-designed historic features. The 
Jackson Shore remains one of Chicago’s finest luxury apartment buildings. 





